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Principal’s Message:

Hopefully we have made it through the longest days of winter and spring is just around the
corner.  We may still get a little snow at some point in the next month, but the days are getting
longer and we have had some pretty nice days.  There are many things happening as we are now
crossing over into the final trimester of the school year.  I know that as the spring comes, so does
the list of activities outside of school.  Continue to keep those solid routines with your kids, get
them plenty of rest, and continue to keep up to date with the activities going on in the classroom
on a daily basis.  We are looking forward to our first ever Family Bingo Night coming up on
March 11, as well as our 2nd Annual Obby Run.  Soon, we will be asking for help with the Obby
Run which will take place in April.  Let’s make the last trimester a good one! It’s a great day to
be a Cougar!

Registration

Registration is open for the 2023-24 school year.  If you know of families that will be new to
Prairieland next year, please direct them to call our main office as well as to go to our Prairieland
website for registration information.  Our goal is to get as many of the new kindergarteners
registered as possible so we can start planning for next year.  In order to get started with
registration for your kindergartener, you must first contact the main office at 309-557-4424, even
if you are an existing family. .

http://www.unit5.org/prairieland
http://www.unit5.org/Page/38
http://www.unit5.org/Page/38


State Testing:
Each year our 3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Students participate in state testing.  This testing is called
the IAR(Illinois Assessment of Readiness).  Students are tested in the areas of literacy and math.
This year our students will be taking the exams during the March 13-24 window.  Each teacher
will create their own schedule during that window of time.  Please try to do everything possible
to have your children present during this window to complete the testing.  Thanks for your help
with this.
****5th graders will also be taking the State Science Assessment between April 11-18.

5 Essentials Parent Survey
● JANUARY 24, 2023 - MARCH 31, 2023

○ Each year parents are sent information regarding the 5 Essentials Survey that
the state conducts.  In order for our building to receive a report on the results, we
need 20% of our parent population to complete the survey by March 31, 2023.

○ The link to the parent survey: is
http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/.

PBIS:  Positive Behavior Intervention & Supports:

PBIS is the system we use to provide an overall structure for behavior within our classrooms and
school.   February was the month of kindness.  Throughout the month each class came up with
one Random Act of Kindness that they had done, and we shared them on the announcements.
Feb 17 was National Random Acts of Kindness Day so we had every child put a kind word,
phrase, or picture on colorful sticky note and put them up all over the building like confetti.
Each month students can earn a fun “Out of the Blue” activity.  We ended February with our 2nd
round of Virtual Bingo!  It’s a fan favorite!!

Family Bingo Night!!

Stay tuned in March for a Prairieland family fun night! Test your luck this year and join
PIECE for Prairieland Pot-o-Gold Bingo! This event will take place on Saturday, March
11th from 4-6pm. Information with details was recently emailed out to all families. Doors
will open at 3:30 with Bingo beginning at 4:00!

P.I.E.C.E. Scholarships

PIECE is awarding two scholarships valued at $1,000.00 each, to two Prairieland alumni who are
current high school seniors who plan to attend college, vocational school, or technical
apprenticeship. The deadline to apply is April 7, 2023.  The link can be found below.

https://www.unit5.org/cms/lib/IL01905100/Centricity/Domain/22/2023%20Scholarship%20
Application.pdf.

http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/
https://www.unit5.org/cms/lib/IL01905100/Centricity/Domain/22/2023%20Scholarship%20Application.pdf.
https://www.unit5.org/cms/lib/IL01905100/Centricity/Domain/22/2023%20Scholarship%20Application.pdf.


Twitter:
Follow us on twitter for quick updates on upcoming events, as well as highlights of the fun
things that are happening. Our twitter handle is @PrairielandUni5 if you would like to follow us.
You will also see district updates as well on our feed!

Weather and Dressing Warmly:

Please continue to dress your children appropriately for the winter weather. We will go outside
for recess all the way down to 20 degrees, with windchill. It can often be very cold as they wait
for their rides after school as well. We emphasize with the kids to wear layers as it is easier to be
too warm and take off a layer than be freezing cold. Please help us out as they leave the house in
the morning! If for any reason you need assistance in getting hats, coats, or gloves, please reach
out to the main office and we can help! Thank you!

Attendance Call In:
This is just a reminder that any time your child is going to be absent, we do need a call to our
attendance line with the reason for their absence. We are required to document the reason for
your child's absence on a daily basis.  Please use the attendance line phone number to record the
absence.  That phone number is 309-557-4473.  This number can be called 24/7.

Upcoming Calendar Events:

March

6 Early Release Day-Students dismissed at 10:45 a.m.

11 Family Bingo 4-6p.m

13-24 State Testing:  Grades 3,4,5.

13 P.I.E.C.E. Mtg-6:30-Referendum and Board Candidate Presentations

15 K & 1 Music Concert-Prairieland Gym-6:00 p.m.

24 Prairieland Talent Show-a.m.

April

7 Collegiate Cougar Scholarship applications due

11-18 State Science Testing-5th Grade

21 OBBY Run


